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It has been seven months since the last issue of the
Newsletter in which I stated my hopes of going into print every
four months. This time the delay has been my fault entirely ­
not due to a_lack of material, since almost all the items in
this issue have been. in my hands since before Christmas. I
appologise to contributors and hope the delay has not dampened
your literary talents - they are needed for future issues~

The next major event on the club calendar is the A.G.M
Last yea~'s was a quiet affair - was everyo~_really satisfied
with everything? What are your opinions on;-

1. The running of the club by the Committee.
2. The frequency and location of Meets.
3. Indoor Meets
4. Hut improvements.
5. The Newsletter~
6. The change to the Moon.
7. The locatiDn for the Photo Meet/A.G.M.
8. The Dinner.
9. The Alpine Meet.

10. The shortage of snow/petrol/money.

Let's have some good healthy, constructive criticism
this year.

Attendances on meets during 1973 seem, as usual, to
have been'very varied, but it would appear that, on average,
more members are getting out and about, especially when you
take account of many "unofficial" Heathy Lea weekends and, oft
course, the summer Wednesday evening sessions which seem to be
attracting increasing numbers. Of course some only go for the
beer, but more rock climbing seems to be done during these
evenings than during the weekends. Perhaps it is the knowledge
of the time limitation.

The Alpine season saw the usual official and unofficial
meets. In general, the Alpine weather was poor (yet again)
whilst Oreada were there, but the Pyrenean team chose the
right place and the Austrian meet made the most of mixed
conditions. Special mention must be made of Chris Hadcliffe's
ascent of the Central Fillar of Freney with Pete rlolden.

E'or many the big question mark hanging oyer both home
and abroad meets in 1974 will be the cost of travel, but, no
doubt, we will continue to get out on the hills somewhere.



~elbourne's ~ander, resumed 8fter an abfence of svars
froJl the Meet I s Card, ffiQSt certainly &)peared to stir the
enthusiasm of club member:;. Twenty members camped at ,'-ern Isaf
f'arm beneath Dinas Bran. Friday night was spent at the bar of
the Sun Trevor Hotel. This seemed to be the meeting place prior
to the walle.
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I'iELJ30URNE ',-, \vANDER -:, April 6th-8th, 1973 John "\elbourne

Saturday dawned cold with strong 'dnds but clear
skies. A quick decision to start the walk from the large lay-by
on the !l5 'i.'as taken. Over-enthusiasm at the starting gate soon
found the party on a path which terminated at a quarry with a
fifty foot drop; so twenty minutes walking found us two hundred
yards from our Litarting point. Afair amount of' criticism from
H,~retty and D.Williams was shrugged off by a com~letely cool,
efficient leader (little did they realise vihat \'Ias in store for
them later on).

The route to tne Berwyn ridee provided us with superb
views of the Dee valley,Clwyd hills to the east; south to the
~irekin and blipper Stones in Shropshire and westwards to v'.. der
Idris. The party generally agreed that this section of the walk,
and the view& it pllovided,was well worth enduring the fre~uent

hail storms and the constant north-we~t wind.

Good weather over tae main Qeaks _llowcd us to linger
"While and allow the old sweats 'co take a well earned 5 minute
EnQOze (Janel does look sweet, eses closed, finger u~ nose.)

From the summit of 1,:oel Sjch (27'1» at the ",.W. end
of tile main Berwyn ridge the bOG trotting commenced. Very wet
conditions underfoot reduced the ~arty to ~ speed of one mile
per hour for the remaining ~i miles to the Bala-Llangyno~ road.
A sudden Lurst of speed by Fred Allen clo&ely followed by ~Dul

G:,rdiner left 'G ..'le rest of the field amazed. Fred caught the
scent of :' brew - the cunning old fox had arranged a E'ecret
rendezvous with Erenda and Eetty.(The or~anisation of the
,elbourne ¥vander was beg;i.nnin,. to S'l,'1,'j itself n, w). Hrt mUGs
of teu. c,na a biscuit wer" issued to eacn me",ber .'end we stood
,'lnd drank in a snowstorm.

The time was now 5-30 in the evening; the weather
had deteriorated, and the Aber Hirnant forest still had to be
walked. :<" all estimated this would take another three hours.
By pOpular vote vee called it, c. dl.,Y, l<red toole 1.,~"rry, Pauline
,Iright, Jane Bache and m;j'sclf back to Llangollen t:> collect
our veniclEs. By the wa~, tbree ladies completed and Lnjojed
the w,,-lk; .....Duline was jJushi'ns Gordon all til" ';"J v ' ' ''.r:,s.rct
'.T8U.:.:;l.jt never C',_.:.JearE.d to La str'c,~ched, tJane LaC ...1C \:vent 'iVE;ll
c0nsidorini:; sh~ was on ne,' L,I'ound (t>cotl nd is ,.er country /.
nn rta,,'es drov:. from the Be.la ccm",si te anc~ ,Jicleed UjJ tile rest

of the psrty; so b v 7- J O all the tents wore pitched and people
were jJh,p:'iriIlg tor trle cvenin:o's er."ertai11Jnent. Janes and ":-re-tty
took dinner, ,lashed down by claret, eta hatE:; 1 in bala, ,,,,i 1st;
"i lli&llls, '"e lllourne and Go. wre srled wi t" their s"up s.nd oth(;r
potions in their cars and tents. I spent a pleasant evening
thrastling out future club pOlicy with 'I'. ar[;8ret ,.nu. Gordon iI,
the warmth of their tert, Gordon 'iri"Lt sUPe-lied us "ith four
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li tres of his best ale to see us through tne evewing; howcver
onl;}' one bottle was emptied, the jolly old "tabs and caps"
stoppE,d me from over-indulging.

Saturday ni[ht was'chill;), snew fell during the night
and '9,,,)r old Dii·:g"r Williams had forgotten his lilo. Gordon
\.ri2,flt was able to erect his tenc slthough he vms an "l," piece
nlissin", (rember the cheese in Bullstones cabin eh, you ode uns?)

~unday dawned with the promise of another good day,
sno~ cn the hills, sunshine, but cold winds. ~lss, misfortune
overtook Gordon ?ri:~ht; we all neard j,im csll to .2auline for
tnt:; toilbt roll anu tile next minute hE:: was str:ctcned out in
agony holding his t.ack, his muscles shattered by the une1:pect0d
Vlei;:'ht of the pa.ckaGe, (someone said it a"pcared to be a roll
of linoleum he was trying to piCK up). He was driven home
immediately after .Pauline had flung all tbe gear into thcir
v(;hicle.

&unday was an unplanned affair as far as I was
cuncerned. This provided our sUJPort party with sn :;pportuni ty
to ge~ a walk in with the rest of the crowd, after all Betty
and £renda are the only two ladies in the club, who, over the
Ybars, seem to have b0en able to provide that little bit extra
for us when required lthey are now coaching ~nn Hayes who seems
to be taking it in her stride).

Afcer enjoying the sheer delight of thE; walk up
C\!m Hunant (we fin:::ll,y left the road after j iliiles) we took the
forest teack, tlJis was to show the crowd what would have becn
the final three hours of the walk the previous day. Things
started· to go wrong; Brenda found herself hangin:~ upside down
from _ gste aftvr nume~ous attempts to pinch my ~~-ju. (His
JU-JU was eventually p~nched by the hamster -bd.)

~ round trip of the forest would have t~ken us well
into the afternoon so we about-turned snd followed a route
which headed back toward the campsite. Prctty.led the party
through tl,e trees :;nd heC<.ded for the lligl1 open country 1<;aving
hi s mc,rIt in the snow. Junes ssw some paper f'ly up from 'Lho rear
of a am;)ll cabin but failed to investigate. This '.as our partin&;
of the W2yS witn Pretty. We had the now r0rc siCht of Laurie
"urn:; bncl~ on the hi lls, la.clting a. bi t of mobi li ty jJerhails,
but still game to thrutch through 'knee high heather. we did
eventu21ly reach eusier ground, so were able to btond and g&ze
0while at the snow covered Arr~ns, Cnder Idris and the hills
of Snowdonia. 1, steep dcscent and we arrivE,d ,.t thc campsite
E·G8.inc

.\11 conccrnE:d enjo;jied this meet. "I would not have
missed this oneo", s,~id n few; for myself,two good days, n bit
of ruking the muck, a rollicking from Pretty, extracting the
!'i,ich2,ol by Janes, just to mention Cl few of' the goings on ond,
of course, thE; comllany of o. bloody good crowd.

'.
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.;'H., f'hFNIJ\", \'1' -ct. - )"ay 26th-June 5rd, 197.;

Whon I mentioned, last ;y-uar, doing the Pennine '.!c.y
it was all going to be a leisure.ly aff;:tir; alIlblinE; down the
b~ckbone of ~ngland, admiring the scenery, vhotography, restful
evenings in hostelries, IT.ayb8 £. rest. day or two. During the
Lakelc.nd meets in }'ebru::lry and Harch Dave ?enlin3ton o.nd Jim
winfield showc,d intcr0Gt in doinG the walle and the tempo changed.
"It's not worth doing unlcsE you follow all the tops."said
.i'enlington. It was agreed, since '~lJe true Pennine ••ay does
meander around ohe valleys a bit. The next stage w s a un::lnimous
acceptance that we should do the distance in as near to a week
.. f. possible and walk from north to soutb < Vir" decided n",t t.J
boole acco,nodation but to carr;;' essentially bivvy gear c.nd just
J{6(;P walking. 'Ehe stc·ge w:.s set- ~nc1 when Roy D".rnell he<.rd
tm.. re was a bi t of a challenae i'round he mS.de e. fourth member
of the p?rty onl~ a week before we st.arted.

'J,e congrGEa'.Gd on tl,e F'riday nieht at DeaQv/I1.ter los.rm
below Peel Fell, a couple of miles north of Keild\;r village<
Dev€; ani I had Gnlisted th0 sU.,Jl!ort of our wivCos T,;j establish
£\ c,:'mp s.t this 90int, tnus enat.line us to walle a first do.;;· of
.)5 ll,iles over tjle Cheviots, Carter Fell and PG81 F'ell without
11eav,y socs. Janet A. camped at 1,1,0 farm with tile fivo children,
Whilst Jane t "", canle round to I,irk Yetholm wh .. ro we bivvi8d
8, In aft,--p midnigrlt,

",-- 'lieu] away [..1, 4,30 a.• m. on 8i'.turdc:,y, the we,'thcr
indifferent with rain in tho Clir •. ,'-- "ere conscious that fino
\iec.thGr Y,'}[; 88sential for t1"1G first 120 milG8, !Jincu the
countr y we had t" covur was remote. hiGh moorland - the t;\'.[lG
uf country that would prove difficult for naviGation witn
j,iorEistant mist, or ven,' we'lrisom6, to sao tile lGtlst, should
\",~. ....,c·;: wet" 'I'llere:. Wdf:' l"';.;lief in the part;:l wuen by 9a c; m" the
r;.;.in sto<'l?od and thE:. slcy clofired. Vie were sc.ved for :;ur first
da.; ••'/0 made go'.," time on tho Cheviots and arri vee. at Cart",r Bar
about j p.m. ,ie had found it thirst. VlorJe walking thG crest
of the Cheviots. c'enlin2ton proluised tnat Joe's mobi10 canteen
would be instu.lled on Cari;(;r tar roed summit, but Joe .llust have
(i,onc into liQuidation or sOIH~thing. He was not tn",ro, J.'he neer
crisis Eituation was saved cy , caraV~PJler parked in tho l~Jby•
.to beg~03d :J jUb cf water, which ii~ar:: nGctar to us .;nd revived
us for tlie re.r.v.ining '.,) milL s 'If our day I s walk over Carter
Fell end Feel Fell. This proved tvugh w21kin~, in addition to
our tr,,-verse ufo 'tile (h~eviots, lJut 'We arrived o.ct. ttle caJo'.tisite
: Co vi sfied > thoub'. 1, ired, b·ut ~ <OOp .l:.••, Loud wash in the
b·~r:e0l~. and a "\,.cJ.olef.:olue I ..enl, W8 slep. cl)unJ.ly tll~"t ni, _,it"

On ~un..:i_i... tht; weatll...r Wf.;S fine =,:;..ain ;'L v,_ \~c-ilked

from l.ielder "~I' Gilslsl.d over C,or,niston Ii'ells > ,.;i...;ht~ Cr_'j and
·opadead.'lT. l'oor. We left I~ielder about "jOa.m. aTd arrived --1,
a : ert erected ,.n a C:JlT<dsi 1,,,, at Gilsland by Ron Dearden and
hike 'rurner a,}out ;.OOp.m< Tno highli;::,ht of t •.ll:; d8~ had been a
cu~ of cocoa j,ireJ3red with ~reat patience ·n a tr~ckBn iire b~

i'enlington. 'i,e h'd trouble in findin{,. Ii, 1" I' ronJ keeping tue
fire ["in;:: but trJE; hour's l'est W"S ap;;;reci:;te<l bj'. all nnc' tjl~

cocoa Vic·S Incgnificent: l't >Jilslcnd we fed very ,~dellU[)tel'y on
the cache 01 1 (,od left i or us b;y Ron and l.ike.



\

5-

7000a<>m o l.ilonday morning founi.~ 'Us;} t,hre~di}'lg- our way
thl'ouSh tho restor6d 8eetion8 01 hadrian'" lIallo e.G lEd l,eE'.vier
sacs now!' carryir.g food for the Ill.:.:),t tiN c) days on tu.:.:., tOl:'S< .;'-'
found our5L.lv6~·. aJpro:.ehinc Cold Fell a"tout 10,.00a.rno :;r,d tHere
hOld a sec:,nd breakf·~'GG b,y Ci. otrearll in a Jle;: sin,. bituetion. It
w<.s tLen a ver,,' long walle Dbove tLe 2,000ft. contour over Cold
1\ 011 'to,' fl&rtside Cross - 8. roa.d l?ass betwe,__ n renri th and 111stono
It w s lwrc G,.8.t we had w,wt can onl" be deucrilJed as I') bonuso
On attaininc Black Fell (21 79ft) and looking down on the pass,
we .. saw a re staurant ~ It 1T,0re than made up f or our lack 01
refreshment two days previously on Cart~r Baro It was about
5 ojOp. mo when we :J.rrived at ll::\rtside Cross 0 ",cn hour later aft8r
) glasses of' or~lnge S' 2 cups of tea. ~ sausage 9 beans, ctlips,
bresd and butter, we were on our way aga:ino Ih'e wG.11:E:d for a.
I urther two hours or so, findin:_ 8. superb bivou··.c 5i tG ::l t. about
2,000t·(;0 on the slopes of Gruss 1<'611. \e'C h,.d anothu' g.)od meal
.J.nd sett,LGd down to nnotlJ.cr Ct,od r.:ic..:-~I:b' s sleep"

':'he morning dawned 11"illiantlyo iie could hr~rdlv

,Llievc our so ~d fort.une, but in stur'l.in,::; our 26 mile w,;,lk to
the 'r'an hill Inn, we D;)preciated that, 5<:;0 in (,;,e m"rning
c' 'r:di ti ons could ch::mce drccct i Co ll~" durin{~ the Clay ,. verJ'~d'ling
'(',"nt smoothly unti 1 8.bout 8 <)0, Q, .11. between Gree,',; Dun Pe 11 and
High GUl! 1 ick W.. en our ..::>lanr:: canle as neap tu flo .ndering JS a.t
antftirne durin _ the w.... ek" E,r-ie11oY, 1 ,.. 01.- J:Jarted ~'rom the ot-=..:.er'
:,111'88<:: I had wap :lnd COffiJiSC1S ..fhe other "L~Jree only IJnd a compass
wi tL a besrin::. tor ,,,i;:,,: Cu", £',icko "'he mist enveloped the
eomj}licated terrain a'bout 9, .:JOaomo and persisted until well
intu the afternGono 1 wa~t8d t hi._D Cup I.ick i~,r et~ut ~ hour
. nd tilen re:.ilis8(l we had co.l1.i!letel;y :LisS8,_t each ott..er and wi tl1
L'j.le ",ist a.r: und it was c::m ... letel~l uselessc; I cu~:-'sed nl"self ­
cursed them - cursed the mist!Bs ~ took cOffi~ass bearin;~s and
-cr'avcrsed i,.urton }'el1 9 llii 1~tle 1';e11 &nd ':~ar-cop .l:ell~ un rE.::,cl1.ir12.
.... tl: .. t, i.'.:88 c .. t j.OO"l)~m .. on tne :...rou ,h/l'.iddletu!j .- in - leesd-;le
read the (J,ist cleared. I 10.'7.:ed around in the vnin hope t;,,,,t
t,.e c, ',.hers woul.'; 8,p1!eOr, but no lue){o Tue weatner l1ad Loco;::e
,.,AlnClerj and tile directi',n in ";hich I Vias dUG tu walk w,,,s
ul-v iGusly in the lIli':u;t 01' ito I traverbeod Iron ',L1.nd anc
~t:.:.tin111' 'l~e C~·,mmor.:. in da.rlc cJninous we£',tner cOIldi tions but the
rain )I:81't off )nd the cloud lii·ted from tl,8 topso :Bur "Her e8s.t
the tnunEier rG.o:,ed. 1 wl.Ecril.) al'rived at the 'l''lJ?, Iiill Inn 'the
l11gt:est In-.-n::lfm," at -t,r5,-ft) a"c 7":JOopoi110 D.l It E,tal"t(jd-tel
:C·'.in (.luite henvil~, 0

\.E, had hoped to find a -,,:cd i or c. nif,i,'i; s res" a,. the
'ran Hill but, ·;l..,;~}rr;>l sir; nr; 8.ccomo\:i tiono"~ in f,pil,C (·,f
"J.{( sidenti8.I,1 spl<;ttercd everywhere ,outside '!:he pl~'ce " 1 supped
D pin', anJ s2:'okc; to a fl.. r'm,__ r of. In.., .QPEiCiic8iHent s.s I ClrdE,red
b .. efLurgcr and cnidso d8 told J.e Wb ccmld slee~ in nis l·arn 9n
milo d.·,wn th.-~ r : d to ;srdE; 1: eld - s.n "-'1 rE'.iIIT'aj.' c~:ttle "truck ­
if and \\'Lcn 1 found in.) coll(;L"uc~,o 1 was J·;~H:·'t t19\/in,:~ -.notlJer>
curse to m~ self E."DOUi'. the utter c>,;,os 'i ben I saw R"J" wc'lk )3E:t
t~~i.;; irJD lNindovlc I suddl.:Jnly f, __ lt jubil.-n"t; lrl~"p or D:/ W'"<t) , tlH3~;r

had fiI',de it - and so w.. L ..unched intc double be;e1'bur, cr, cl,.ifl5
and clle, 1.,3'118, Jim and Hoy had just f oll ..wed the 11i[.". Cup Ii. i e);:
COITIJG.ss tearin;:~ - (. milf)s of very rou.~ 11 walking throu,~ll tn.e
mist", ~vi,hou;, 2. rn(ll:;~ 'Cl"l(; Dnly way' open to tL.om cn reac~-,;.inr; t~le

Brou:=;lJ. rO';ld ·.~as to w:..lk into Lroug~_ and then continue b, ror.d
to tL.e :~PLln ~'lill - about b. I ~ mile..: l"'G3.d walko ,le 11ad [i conver··
GaT~i()n wi til three ser'vicer;leD doinL. [t w...... s /c~'st walle from
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Ravc.:r::2;18Sb 'vO 3.::'VCTIS Cc..ro 1',.6;)- v: ..... re C:..rl·:lin~-, tCrlLS (Vitchcd
'j,:' .. c.-sitl..- the Inn) (> !~-' ·oadL.- them ~o~dni,_ C"" ar.._, \.:...lk<JQ ~ milu
G.;.wn ·vne rldJ.d. t:j our r\..-c:;.o·;"L. cat;"le tr~lck biv~)l.2C Elcout ~",j,-L:Q me
It ha.d "teen an eventful ·~.J..f':'v with tne 0UT.CO!!"iC douctful to th2.;
'.end; t,.t 2,S '.;I" s6ttlc::d down on our bit :Jf strs,w WC: felt s2tis­
-fied to havcovGred ,ur 120 ilii18s 01 remote mount~inous tcrrsin
in fOUl' daj-s 0 L'he cruJ;.. WfJ,S reully over - V.'E: L.hou.~..>ht <> :t.1rom nOr!

on it was [oing to b0 t:'G "scorn rou'i,e". 1,0 b6e-line routes,
pUllin., in every 500ft. bump - thouLl I suspect Dave still
h,"rboured 8 secret desire to draw [1 straight line tram tuG
-"="::':P nill to the Kags Head, just takine eVGr~{thins; in &ig~1t ~ ~

WednesdaJ', our fifth day ou'~, davm:-d with hec.vy
cloud. ',e wore' awa~' b~' S.30.s.m, ['nd dro.tJged do.-m to l,eld and
tllGn l,r£lvcrs""d Gpei3t i..;.hunner Fe;ll in 0. fe:,:"ocious stoY'm .. It 1/8.8
dC:l.se cloUd, wind;:,-, wet snd c:,ld, Certz-inly it ·\Iifl-.S the VIOI'st
':.sather we encountered during the; week but it was short lived
::<nd, &s we dropped down tc ;:3.': es, the cloud lifted f.nd the sun
came out. "e too;~ a w<..ll eZlrned rest ,',t thE Green iJr&gon Hotul
and enj0;y~cd D. very ade(J..uCitc three C(,Urc6 lun~h" "::'8 t()ol~ our
time:; y;'::"nuerin

oJ
throuc,h the morlcct to'o,~n of Hev,es c0fore GGtting

out on - furtht.r 1 __ mile v.:sllc 'LO r-.i.ort()n-in-RibblcEdc.~leo \"1-.:: had
yhoned fr",m :,eld and '0, o~ed accon,mod::;,tion <.t the Crown Ho',el
in Bartone \~e ~'_rrivcd ::tLout 8~-,Opcmc: ·~.L.Le lCf:t cO~J:il,-, 01' miles
'.7e were L~ll feeling the strain but once inst;; lle:d in 'chEl c .,mfort
of tht;; Crown with C _003. dinner it ""28 a c;oJ:1f"ox tJ.ble fee lin...::.
wit.l 15J ihi10s o:i. our wu.ll~ iJehir.l USc Tn.... do.yt f3 "!~,~lk ho.d O,,-,C11
i;hrouf,h gentler country Lan the .;>revL,us 1,ur d'~,s - u pleasing
contrast - \.0 W6rc enJo~ins ito

~iut &nd drizzle ~rGc~ed us 2E ~0 16f't the Crown Jt
':J' .:;Oa.m, on _,.e '.l'hurGd" < "c fumbled otout in t.,,' mict c.nd
rain oveC' rc,n-Y-,4hcnt ar,d F'0untainu 1ell but, [-:;1 1. ('\'ii n:_, the
C.c..ITiD ~!8ttern as the. previoub do.,:: ~ the vi.-cather clea.red S Y:6
s.;;Jpro, ch8d 1::iJlhs.m '.i's.rn and d:c'o)jJed down to . &lh",m in th0 ,"fter­
-noano nnothor me,..... l vIas (.rdcl..... cd h\Jrc:; --( it was b,.co1nin,s :: ",I.::tt8r
of fjrinciplc not to pass £'31~T ":"i::..tinr... or drinkin.:: l"::::-t-.a'tlish,nc..nt)"
".,e tJ.1CIi w~.ndGrcd througi1. the meado~:If:..; r nd alc.,n,.J the: Eid.... of' the
Rive::r _.ire ( ..l.t Gar. rEiVG V;f..: tO~ik r ....,f'rcchli.cnt 8.t~ l::lcc·.l ~loctLlr;},

~,.i vin.:, us f'urth0r c.:nthusic.6rn for anoth8r 'v1,";O hOUrfj '.I r.l.ll<ing CI de

tried one f[ rill in the hope of 3. COd,l QI't,ll1e larn, bu"; no luck.
"e t,rekl,:eC, on and fin::llJ f und e:~celler:t hospita~i. t~' offered
at a farm just south of Elslack. "e were invited into the farm
and the good lady even offered U3 a meal but we didn,t, overdo
the Lcnerosity and just onjo.cd several cups of tea. "n~ barn
In..d,-, ccvaiL~tle to us hs,d 1-1&'::: runnj,n", w,ter but no SepClI':'t"
La:" hl~' lOin ~

~'r." If,orning dawned wi.,. h t,rillis!1t sunshine. ','E were
,: Y-Icy 1:. "OO-.m. 1. two,S Yrid'3.., our 5Gventh da;\' ~ . i" It i L

BBsen,ial ;;, make 2:Jod progr8~s in an attcm}t to re3ch EdalB
for ,ie:, urd::;,y ni~ht, hov.over, 'G;lis wa"n' t to be; so pr'inci;s,ll~

l.ec'.use v,e f0und a CuperL sun-tr'A ... for a lunch bre;:l~ "nd ;;He
tLne Just slij,lped b u': ;;-e then was. ad S"i"e time; in tryin0 to
~&.lc; ~ 8h~Jr;:. cut 0:D ··J·~3.Eb'Ur~.,r Loar - 1 musL 6.di!iit at W;)'
instiu'tion, f';y 4,)Op.rn. it waf:, n-oviGU[, by c'uud,ying the ilia!?,
C;lc.t 'I.'G v!ould not IlI':l~e j<arsden. our :,ric,inal t r~'cG .. th:o.t Ilip~t

and so Wll w":,ril,, ;irop cd <lOWl. to [,ebtLn ,rid::.,,, and boolced in
ti10 nignt at -c!le ii~hi te Lion Hotel - 8.n arlci .. n .nob·~01rJr or aome
cnc.racter, I think it is 'Gru~ tv sa,,' we ro,ched ,'ur l:.:wus" ebb
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on :.:(;,achin,~, Llebdt;D Bi" idee" ho,-"eV0r, {Ai t(;r a [,oad 8toak tlnd some
~le, life took on a rosy glow and tho j5 mil E o~ so of Ble2~10w

~.; ¥0 countr,Y StparctinL. U~:' :l'rom ..,dale ;:,GGiTIGd all thc:.~..~ much
D,'o.r'cr .. .:i':"; dccidcc. fiT's ", to lowor our si; .l:ts '. lit,tl'~ &Ild J;t:,J;::e
fur ero' den i. oH on ::..turde::.-~ ni.:.:ht 0 \:~·o JI10ncd :nd oo:\1\:ed in~

He:..·t we 3JfJl?tied our S_·Cf· of ever~" non eS£::-:Dvinl it.em} .Jaclcins
i t [;olidl~' in Jim 1:::, Gxtand:.:G. bi vvi 88.C ;::.nd asked the man.:'-.:. er
if we could le~ve it f"r collection 2.t o. lE.-"er u",·"o. l third
d(;ci~ion was Jim's, who decid"d .:JJ lec.vG hie b00t1> and w.J.ll:
the rest of' the wa.. in his l.!:impBon; s h.nlida~, sli':'-1-on3 ~ ~lc llo.d
in fact sprained ~li~ <:nlelc earlier in the v!3.1k ;~.nd ·,t,e fOfiG

l"lo.d ·~Jecome swollen e:.nd paini ul.

~~e left Hebd6D soon aftGr <.,30 on 8f: turd2.y, tr:~versin[;

St; ,0dlG~· Pilr.e, Bli~'.C::Btone '::d::,o, ",n~l Blnck ;., .. s,,: in dull; "'howery
\J.'68:cher, /lnd then Black trill came into view .. For me) ar;.1..1. I'm
sure ~ for the otl..ers) w(; were home: but there vias 8. sting in
the tai 1 - for tho Gr2.Vorsc of B13.ck Hi 11 '!Ins undert~.l{Gn in
viciouf.; conditiunL ~ simi12r t( our tr:lvcrse of Grc t 5hunncr
Ii'e 11. 'f.'e arri Y>3d s.t (;rowc~cn Y ~"l (I ~.·cout ?(11 ..:p., m - soa1:cd~, ~lle

m~st vivid memorw 1 have of the evanin·. Wcl5 when ~ bea~ded

Yuut,h rtostellir..g t~; ;:J8 Vlho, when told of our 'Na1~c., sUid:. "I hope
1 ca.n w3.11e as WGll c.t' thsJ, when lIlT, as old 9.,; youo'; lie ciidnlt
reply.

It unlJi now P8fuc..ined to scralfible uli ',\·ild : 0':::"1' Ci1ou,::)1
ov~r .1 le:_lc.l:.iw and. Kinder: :.6 'Ii 0r6 -:"W.:.y from th3 Y. H <> G'~(>Il ~·:f'·i:.cr

7.00c.t.iT:., 'jn ~·Jund..:,-:. _,c~~0.()m .il....v~ I .~,I"l!::c.cl Ir'o, .. ·.,lc,:.:~lo·j: t1c;..d
OVGr :B':....-.:.~1;.... p1:-eJ 1.. \::..i8 B.nd on to l".indcr in finer \;i,-:~:~hcr'(l il'hc
.2 .. :"':'i: certainl:.: tt:.rned on ·~~-...c finE;s·t~ y.'ca.-ch::..r for ~!t'..r f'inaJ
~.:u~ etch <> .\(. needed . orne ~ hing li~~e thi 3 ;. ince 'lJC ',,':01'C -, 11
;.;uffcpin,__ in minor \yo.ys - D.".i.ve 'wi til bhoo l,in pi.."i.ins Uf:1 his G:f)in~

'"hen 'i''-li~in::, down hill, J·irn wi·~h his ~._.ini1.11 2nl.le, "<o~, ;;;ith
b1if;ltGrs B.nd i11~ sell with J. syrained muscle c.bov,::: tll:::' ~·:nee<> ,.e
debcr.:;ndec1 3-rinds1Jl""()()]c Jl. O ;:i.rriv.:; &t the Fa._' s Hoc:::.d at . ,OO<9(1~lj ..
it Y,i3.S c. ~rcat me-mont, ·.;he 2.,0 ll;iles behind 1.1& 1'ull of mcmori8s
lHor,.:.; th.;:n it h,1~:..: been YOSEjibl:::. ·;:-,0 :.:cl~."1;~e here" l:o·cllir..: has been
~tcntioned of ~h8 alarol clock grecision cf ~oy for e~rly st~rts;

the ~7~Dtvr; the hurno"'.1r on route finding; l-'enlin2 'i~on I S t'crpc ·;~U :..1
C ~.ll :iTt's +n'~ '·'mr~ ·~··ci·· t"(; '··l·lne ", ...'c tho (1· cr on .,. 'Y"fl·"'·'·' n_ l' .... ~ .... v v..L. ...... 9 -.; ... -\.9 11 Lo I 0 > ',L v.......... ._1 .L \ '''' v

}lc 11s and f.s.\·iI~ so r\..c.r t·.:.::t e could 1.: .. UC!! l·,liem; (It :1.r.:.08 End
[;r;.u,~e chicles ',n UrAJ.t ;:'hunncr :;"elL i~c ~;ll nJd~.d up to 3.

ilL:' [-,nir icent \''-~]olc is iI'alk in 2,:-·od com.QCl.n~T and in ~ -::11. .r::. 11;," fine
'iV(;~.. t.L1Gr 0;: One thine:., - don't believe tl1~ f: t~:,r~r th._t t":10 route
is worn out .elll,PEl i v:-r,; little tr",ce of people h6.vin:: v;',llcod
:<t ,:11 UVl;r CUIiLicJ.orat 18 leng-ehB. I:ut 1 imow. if peo.,le lJke me
~:ersist in V':~itint. ~'bout t11e -W:..... it will SQ0n be ~orn oui~c .t~'?.rc1

luck <> But I tninl{ we s.re ( lrig.:d~ for tl~e ,.ire sent (I It t s &11 boats
nowo /r~ b(;.·,'Cs bocoming a thin~ of the :past~

}he record :for the "ennine .,&y current ly stnnrls ~".t

4 dnYli 5 hours 'j 0 l!iinutes 0;: ,~e onl~/ plaY0d ;':.t the ,,;,,:.::.me
but what 2' re'.Jar-din, weel~ it v.as.:-
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H~LID.f~:Y UN TH-J '.)~_..L·~~JlEJ.\P8

blate quarry was,;:, heaps in a beautiful Korth ,',&les
valley near unowdon are to be transformed into a £8 million
holiday recreation complex.

The waste heaps mar 235 acres of the otherwise
lovel~, Nantlle Valley in Caernflrvonshire, '~',('. hrca is also
littere", with huge holes in the sround, one coverinf; '15 acre
and 700ft deep.

Datblye,wyr Dorothe(~ Limited has bought 1,000 acres
of the valley and will landscape the heaps aud fill the holes
wi th w"ter for sailinE, and fishing.

Included in the cO'I.j;Jlex will be JOO pc;rman0nt homecs,
two hotels ",ach with ',50 b"drooms, a slate: museum, and fGcilities
for ridin3, hot air ballooning, f~lconry and archery.

There have been no objections to the scheme because
it will clear up an eyesore, and firovide 400 permanent jobs
in the vo.lleJ' which has tlad a ',210 unemployment figur'e since
the slate industrJ' declined.

An application for a £,.500,000 grant uver four .ears
has been made to the Derelict Land Unit of the Welsh Office.
This Unit, set up after Aberfan to clear away industrial
despoilation,' has been dealing mainly with the coo.l tips of
'.;out11 Hales. But it is now turning its attention to the sl~,te

waste of North Wales.

Major John Griffiths, the company's managing director,
,said: II It will be impossible to remove the 25 million tons
of slate that have been tipped on the land we purchased. But
by careful landscaping this can be transformed into a positive
quality ...

The complex will be built between the villages (,1'
Talysarn and Nantlle, It Vlill have \/eJ.s11 signposting with
Lnglish translations.

Local people will be encouraged to run pony trekking
and take over the shops.

-_._._-----

MCJ1'Bi'RGi':.lliL.- C01':'1' HiVED

CongratUlations to the Applebys, Burgesses. cmd
Binghams on the births of Blizabeth, Loretta and Michael
respectively. More Oread eV0nts are expected later in the year.
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You might almost say tIlE; wall, bee,an and finished as
a run. Cn )<'riday night Phil Faullmer led a party of vreads
~crOSB ~anchester at a breathtaking pace in order to catch the
tr&in conn8ction to liiarsden On Sunday afternoon a spirit of
competition crept into the team and over the last few miles
.:.<ust;y WC:.S witnessed to throw the Country Codo to the wind and
cr:'8h throush hedGes in an e:i;tempt to pre,vent l'rosident Fat
from arrivins first at Heathy lea.

To briefle' summari"e tho events of the w8~1{end thco
usual form of refreshment was tak0n at harsden with Janes lucidly
comm8nting on the finer points of int·::;rC3st to be witnessed in
such :.:. small indu~3trial 'cown as i,,:arsden~ It was then a \i~·I.."~lk up
tflc. "ess"nder r,:sorvo:irs, bivv~'ing behind a wall close to the
site of th8 (JIG. Isle ()f ·_k~7e Inn about mi'Anight. Gaturday
dawned disffihl and it rer:'J.ained '-30 thr'JuL,hollt tile (.~_r'Jr; dense mJst
ov:cr Black Hill ::.nd a J:crociouf; S'(;Orll1 ovecr Lleaklowo c,uturday
ni/:..,ht WtiS Epent at HaCgs Farm Hostel in the; u.naz.6 F'2'.SS v",i '~h
evenin::, refreshment t,J.k~n at T.he Ladybow8r lEn. '~'hc wneni ti.es
8.-(, Ha2.,gEi f'2rm vv(;re much 8.1'prcci:,::.tGd after the Vi(:::t G~nd cold
crossinI; of' b1(;, lc.1IWO ,_unda;)/ was yle:.:u_'_3.rl'u w8.1~~.ins ccnditi~·ns

over ~"in rlj.ll ~nd down the ~d2cS with routes all the way
ins.Qirell b~T the .l:-,pesident 0

;rllc':;;;e.- doin~~. t·.i.le completG walk were Ne.t j~11cn5 ~c te
Jf~n::;s> ~-\aul Binc;h..:m 1 Hoy ~awyer, Dave :vest0n s Clive RUbsell s
Hon Chambers, III::; s }-ee I and J.1om H03crs <> Those " o:n ~.nd e;ff Ii
the rOLlte ~ yart-timeI"'s etc 0 ....vcre J24ck ..'\shcroft 9 D,': vc J..pplcby
s.nd Dere.k C,JrnelL Phil Faullmer, the old (but lit) rwn of tho
}ar-t37 s onl~r co..me out i'or the F'rid9,~"' niGht and ':.)<.turda~To He -'6as
last sec:n .,lee.din:, Qver '. l\.inder by h~ mSc-lf in a wet bodr8. ,;-lod

'- ~~

:"·tate for ,dale, on the; ;~aturday af'tcrno'JIl. HOlle he mad8 i'e"
It's his 50th birthda~ this year.

ThiG year's m:et was the 2~st anniv8rsary of this
f2vourite Gread bog trot. The first meet was on uctobor 24th ­
2;-;th, 1952. 'The party then con,;isted of "hil YaulkniJr, Geoff
G-i-bson 9 lv':ilc0 h'(.urc and :Javf':· 1\-;nlinGtoDc (. ~on Dzarden :~pd Een
'iJ{"i2"h-c stc:lr';~ed the walle "cut 'I:};::re wo.y-l~· i:1 in [:~(Y~ile 'l;,-:;.y \.'1' otl1cr)
'.:..t18 .!:.:,?'r"t;y 81e-()\~ t·he ni'2'ht .::. t j':.z.r~.)den 6as works ~-,nd in the t;£,.ck
pD.rlour of th~ Fn2, l s H~Hd9 .::dClJ.e ~ on the ~,3.turdG~'Yo l..dalc hnd
beElD the ultilf,8.1-e ebjective but they continu;ocl d.,wn the ~~dges

to baslnv1 on the ~undcyo

On this year's showin::: the spirit 01' tile club fop
~;~arsc1en - rlea,.hy ~e8. type \rvalks has l10'~ declined 0ver the past
~1 <~,cars 9 but I :-~(")pc: tnc ne;~t tin.:~" t.:~e weather is fine and the
route done ;urc - over thl; tops - an.u th.:lt the ::'icen(;r~; can te
,-"pyreci8,tcd.
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Ii; 'JD1, ::'Gl:'-n8d on Friday niGht af) two of us Sf1t in
thE. club, ('le, ;,ne--bye C8Jne in, and we drank togetl,er, mis,·,rably.
In :~he rr,ol'L:.l<: _. sU~'1sh:tne - and tL.e:- campsi JGe STILL empty~, The
two of us Cia .... :,:c'i;c;d dClwn Dovcda10 and, 10, after a climb, a
l.\:()(,~~,.: '')JQ'::;:'~.~.'':~~ ':!,!j :.....:.. •:~R;~. ~::H1L~ .,~ J\prolif'cration of routes
(c.i~. . _;':-~'~ . :..rc ;.:..r,Qc.rC"S(.1.11r:1) lollo;t.'ed s and in the la.0 af'ccrnoon
we ·,:v.'-~d(:<~ ;·~Xi." V/~ .. " >£,.('1, to the tc.uhouse and the new "lvJilldale
(ecsj rou~.·~ f";r J0s~~ners) ?innncle

11'11\ ~un sti.~.l shone r)I"'i2htl;y as we f',JrcGd our 'vvay
thro~g!l tile j0Gtlirlg c~cw~s on the Georgels fi01d. I tripped
over one:.: of Reg b~p~ires? boots} barely' hidden b~l the long grasE:i,
[:nd f;ubsid3d hcavily into the Oalcden ' s nbst "I billieso '\iY
heav~v rucl:.[.; cl: t.-.ld IT!-:; ilcorbl)und and I ",vas uncs.rinr;ly .. rc:.mpl(;d
·u.): t .. G -lUCl!'::'CS l'etul"nine irom f;~rt.:,sfoI"'d Dalec .L plethora of
wives, Jccup~'ins sundry c2,mp bed;J$ lilos:-, spatz o.nd cl1.:.~ir~j

W0re spre;ad over th" fie Id like ';perls b~Tfore thc swyne", and
Che.mbers was tr;ying to fit himself into a W11illans I jockstrap
that was obvio::lsly too smalL 'Ehe Oread I1sd arrived, and from
my prone position by D teacup. I surveyed it all witl1 prideo
1"5are-fooLed c':. '.ldC'en ,-,nd dogs played franticall;y round t.o
tents: r8dden:i.ng anatomies rotatcd sunwards, and scats of tea
bubb18d on tl1e; stovep. The .t':c'esident arrived back fr('iTI
"CUlI1ri\crbund" with our ICC. friGnds, Shela::,h cnd DGnis, and
much Nine was spilt rCjJIGnishing old friendsl1Ips and glassc;s<
Mo the sun set and the sl,y darlcened s.n :lura of rc;spc ct ..bili ty
crept overt,he scene as numGrous 1~00ple dr"esed i'or dinner at
the J·eor:8 :lnd surrounding hot,els. It Vias [.bout this time Gho.t
"NitelitGl< nL.-rges::: GY2iv,:::d and S8t o1'f' :for his one route of
thG dao' C>.iKry), ana London-to.sed Charlie; Cullum was savaGely
scoClrin;, "t!"." CCU:1t:c'~{ i ,;und the Isac.c "'alton for unsuccesEful
traces (Jf .:.... ~)J cll.1'b mccs~ (i.leet's Secrctary please note: he
found us Sur,,5:::'.3i" night ,c < (, " ~ )

'..>...u rli~-::n,.~:I' ',' aB a E,'I'8e"G suceess, and af't'2)rwnrds our
f:c'.1.dlCL of ,:>," l'.'O::,tt : Liffs }" Co joinGd us when much clle and
infcj':";·.ati:)j'1 \.r::~::. -f.;OUgL-·· 8.nd 8wap)ed, enablinG, the: procecdings
to continue until well after midniaht.

::,n.~ll;,c ;.'mndo..y brought thc usuol "bomlJUrst ,; \\'i th parties
of ener[,etjc pco::;le disa~;pcarin3 in all directions. ;, new influx
in thG shaJ.jc of i\~il-:e 1.Nr:~n9 Geor2,:€ ,.~: :TanGt Re~.nolds and 1'hikc KC~l

bolf.tercd tile groupo Culin Hobday was Hdiscoveped by the
Presid<Jnu I s l),.rty in Dcv8dale, and. remained r ..:ticent about how
Ion;:, ha'd been there. Bortus, Simeon & Boomeran~ fell to this
tC<.1illc Hov/ever bccston Tor was the most .popular venue:-, and
Burr;ecs tried r~on IS d.i::atience d and then ".wliminated'i hirn~ The
P8b t Gf us .:.;ot stuck on, or into, thb normal trade routcs- Lynx,
ucelot 9 Bu:~~~ i~~Gllusc 9.Lertl"am' S 211 felt the.. tread of fli8.ny O.L'c:ad
feet, llntil (;ventu~.lly a 'truc3 was declared and '110 adjourned for
te<l<

The,.rll, you ~.ll lor cOIl~ing, especially the ladies who,
whilL. Lurnj.Y:.[: golden bro\;vn(?) unde::e t.he:: Gun 9 performed remark­
-c,ble fest,; of self centrol, snd :,rovid.cd Cleavai!,e. ;',ltogether
42 CJ.{'cacls ,:.~y:(~ friends congrcgatt:Jd for thi s rnec:t, EO it 10:..,1c8
like Iinl atuck with it into the Bereafter~ lfu Ino~c sarcasln 9

turn up ai),Ll next. yc~i.°, I'll be delighted)
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!laving for 'years b0c.n cutlOp"ken about the noce1 to
mest reports to thc te~slettcr and wri~ten vitriolic c~itorials

aLout this, I now finj myself in exactly the same yositicD as
everyone else - months gone by and nothinc done about it,
howuvcr my conscience has finally Balvanised me into cation,
Defl.re the editor actually had to chG.~e me,

Ilhe trr.:.,uble 'ii ..:.S t..u t I was cliJEbin ..., 1::. to .. cth days
and when on the c~mpsitB was so bus. c~lculBting the
extortionate calT'fj iees, that I have c.,nly a [lazy notion of what

nY'j'.ne else did, (Incidently. Ril;) Cclledse, ,1:?vinL re,iprocal
rients wi,th the "', , C,C" nov: claims it is c!leaflul' to sta. nt
brG.c~enclose than to c~mp on the site - siill, perhops tne
prices iceep the <J obos off;

'rIle meet was well atter.ded des)i te atrocious weather
on I<'riday evenin;;" 'i'his made 101' 0. miserable journey up the
motorway, but ne:xt morniniS it cleared and 't,e had two very
reasonable days, Parties disappenred in all directions ­
ceafell, Pillar Rock, Kapes Ridges, Kern Knotts, ~osedale

Horseshoe or round the lake, I was on _cafell on both days and
found the rock greasy in places, but this didn't deter dardon
and Brien liright who made an ascent of' Central Buttress - t.",,­
best route done during the weekend,

. ,1toeether, everyone seemed to have enioyed themselves
80 thanks to all who came to make the weekend a success: rton and
ERth Chambers, Pete and Lue :O;cott, George and Janet Reynolds,
Del'e:~ and Pat Carnell, Ray and !..ari8. Handley, lev &nd Kath
"ble~', Gordon and !,:argaret G&dsby, .~nne Ha~·es, l'·r8nk Goldsmith
and iamil;}, Brian Cooke and f'amily, GOl'don and J::rLm ::~ri2ht,

.feter , Roland, l\igel, !i:ike Key, Ray Colledse nndiJes FeeL

----------

Prc;;arLtion of' the n<.-w !"emCel"S l1:J.ndboo]c is now
com~let0 and it is currently ~t the printers, The oxact date
of issue depends how quiclcly it can be printed, bearing in
mind the current economic situation,
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ReG' viJuires_ -Cl h _~__ •

~he Club library, lately reoident at Rhyd-ddu, is
nm, in my hands for cataloguing and repair, before reinst8.tion
c.t heattly Lea.

1 am r"sistini5 tl"le temptation to svphon off' the odd
volume into my own collection - not very difflc~lt DS others
got there first, and most of our best specimens dj.~appeared

long 2g0, including half a dozen copies of ~"ountain .,·orld.

Oginion seems to be tLut gl1ests at Rhyd·-ddu are to
bls.me. It is also whispered that '-.:reads may have borrowed books,
and (purely by oversight) not yet returned th~m. If anyone
falls into thio latter category, I should be grateful if he or
ot.e would return the book( s) involved to me lL!..",Dl:.,T.~LY, if not
earlier. As a special concession the new £1 per day overdue
charge will be waived until the day nfter tomorrow.

:,lso new or secondhand aatiltions to the collection
would be welcome (for "addition" ree.d "dons.tion"). ~.'he spate
of mountaineering literature over the last five years h~s

included much of interest to ureads _. inclwUnG references to
members 2.nd their" activities - 'North hu.ving on ~he shelves of
our country estate, so that those involved cnn re-live tlle
past, and those without a past can re-live it anyway, secure
from d8.nger by the old Heath~· Lea fireside on cold winter
evenin::;s, i1Lar l y ll mountaineering books, broadly speaking, t~lo8e

relating to the pre Burgess/~llen period, will be considered on
merit.

.,hen the remains, the oversights and the donations
have been collated, it. is intended to house them in a new book­
C&be at Heathy Lea. All books will then be readily available for
borrowing - a :TIore secure and convenient a.rrangement than
having them -,50 miles away. To forestall complaints :'lbout an
intellectual and cultural desert in i,ales, all the l.:aigret and
;\gatha Chrlstie masterpieces have been left at Yr 'iVyddfa :llong
with one copy of J:;asty Stories.

-------------

IL,; !....::..dD;L C;\rtD

;,ieet leaders required for ~ ay to October 1974.
~~yone Willing to organise a meet please contact Rusty at
his rural a'oode, .2&rwich 363, before i"arch 1 st.

- .._-- -------_.._--
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"The snow line is down to 3000ft.", saiduschi
;iobda~' on the cracleling line between our call box on the !:'·,mich
autobahn and her moth",::-·! s home at _inhornallee ",:unchen. "rio
wonder", I saj.d, "We've been aQuaplaning for over 600 mi Ie so"
It was 7.30 p.m. on ::'aturday, 28th July, and despite Uschi's
kind invitation for us all to spend the night 8.t her mother's
(3 CiOr los.ds;) we had to l'ress on as we had Qrranged to pick
uJ the leey to our chalet thrct night. La11' an hour l&ter, as we
left ffiunich by the 8alzburg motorway, the rain stopped and the
dark heavens slowly cleared. In the west the sun glimmered
briefly and then sar~ below the waves of night.

\,e f orired right, P8St Kufstein and sped along the
wide plain of' the Inn valley, the shadowy peales of the
Karwendel on our risht, and at 9.15 p,m. we arrived at
0chlitters, a picturesque olpine villaGe on the fringe of a
:~r63.t I'orest. ,Ster a little language difficulty we collected
the keys f'or our chalet from Frau Hassler then motored with
her husband, dans, up the hill through the villa,,:e to be 8hO;-1I1
the modern chalet whicL was to be our home for the next two
vleeks.

8unda~- dawned bri.:;ht 2nd cleg,r and apart from one
or two showers during t11e f'irst week, the weather remained so
foI' the rest of' the holi dEl;:,r 0 In f'zct 9 during the second vreek
the weather becG.me "otter '~nd hotter d-:.d on one day reached
86° in the ~hade. ::,fter an exploratory walle round tichL. tters
Vie aecided to visit tl1e rGst of the Leet wh') were sUjJl)osed to
De ci~mping at 2ell am :.oilIer, about 25 minutes c.riv~·;;'p the
.zi ll·:::;r valley 0 We (Margc.....ret, i1iJT .~lunt hi&dr;e, LJnc Ie ..-1 Ibert, i.)tuart,
KC.th C:.nd. Sulie Bramwe 11-, :B\r8.n~{, bhirley, tJuss.n a.nd Julia
Goldsmith) e.rri ved to tind Ci:wrlie, Lory and ~.,ichz.el Culluill
the only ~nglish campers on the site~

Charlie, whose ssc was -pscked read~' for a hut, was
vury relieved to see us, but B little disappointed thet we
were not going to a hut until the next da~,. _·s we chatted
"eside Churlie' s tent the \,riCht' s .Renault van appeared and
G-ordon and :Pauline emer::;ed looleing fantastically fit. "e V;C:C'8

211 ec~.~er for llews 0f the -,-,eaks and Gordon was soon tellin::, us
at hair raising tales of 12 hour epics in waist deep snow and of
havine to crdwl over creVD.sses in i'utile attemjJts to reacr. a
'>oGjor Eoummi t in the Silvre';ta ",nd :itubai {-.lps. 'ogether with
bev and C3.th~' i,blei/ tney seemed to have put 8.S much e!'fort
into a week's climbing as I would mansge in 3 month (watch out
~adders:). As we left lor our chalet and evening meal, rev
~:'ncl Kethy d1 ;~Vc in the camp entr2Dce also looking v0rJ.· tit
However, when we told them ou. pluns for the n"xt day, lev
caid that as f'ar as he W:1S c"ncerned it waG going to be a ref_·t
da.y \their first one:). I couldn't blame tilem,

..·onda~' WclS gloriour, and tIl the late ",1 ternoon ten
Qi' us, including tile (j'oldsmith's c'.nd :Sramwells' cnildren,
ar:'ived on the threshold. oL the l"urtL'~lH:r;lhous at an altitude
of ~295mo The final hour l & 'H.llk to the Lut \L~.S v..:.r u steep ar!d
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the 1,id~ did ;'Iell to !flake it" Chal'lie Cullum was se,on l)Pcctising
his Gdrm::-.n on tEe wai trei:ses and it ':V':} SIl , long bei ore v.e \/ere
all enjo:l: in", sooe very <;ast J' soup, price ',0 sc>i "" ings - ~,Osch

to the /::-,. \'ihilst cn the SUbject of pri<::es in lwstrian huts
etc., the following may be of ~nterest ~o members who intend
tee, go next ydRr, i.e. Eattrazenlagen fo~' members - 20 Seh, or
50p vel' night, non members i.;,O::>ch. (or 50t>ch< "t the Berliner
Hut - Asle Frank, he forscit his membership card:), 'reawasser
W3S 78ch per litre, ein bier - ·,6::.>ch or '18Sch. 'The same beer
would cost 58ch in the v3,lley. 1', meal at the hut, e. g. '
Ber6 steigeressen 288ch or Rostkartoffle mit Ei und Salad 408ch.
(Short pause while I unravel my fingers after typing that
little lot - ~d.)

Jls we, finished our soup" Gordon and Pauline "right
came in, h8.ving bombed up in '15 minutes less' than guide book
time. Charlie then brought hi s enormous sac' to tLe fore and,
,droceeded to rumage through it for a lUIn}!, of cheese to '
supple,l,ent his 'evening mea:l. Alas, 'despite having everything
bar the kitchen sink, the Ci,eese ';vas missing. Gordon retrieved
an ugly situation the same from hi~ own sac. Charlie had left
it behind at the c;:amQsi te., Ae chatte.d away the evening', had
onc or tv,o 1001,s 'at 'th'e pe'l3.ks, 'but' no sunset.,, , ,

'l'he I'ollowing morning I alth01i'gh \;e' were up at L, • .JOa. m.
it was nearly 6a .m'. before we set ofT. Thi s 'ViSS due mainly to
the teawasser not beinc ready ~ we' resolved next time, t,; go
without. Our objective was the huttenock, 3072m, a frontier
peak rising from the Nofesattel. hfter 'Il hours steady walk
from the hut we reached the edge of the glacier and i'ormed into
a rOJ?e of three (Gordon and Pauline '!\right and Charlie Cullum)
and D. rope of four (f.'rank Goldsmith, ctuart BraIT,well, kargaret
and I). Due to the previous month of bad weather there were no
glacier tracks, i,n fact an :Snglish climber l' d met descending
from the hut told me that he'd been in the area for 'three'weeks
and that most peaks were still awaiting their first ascent of
the sea,son:

The (right's team was ready first and Chris Radcliffe's
rival to the title of Human Dynamo, led oft' l' :.llowing at first
the tracks of a lone Chamoix across the othel'wise virgin snow.
-de follol'Jed &t a steady poce, the snow was cI'i 'J) and still in
the shade. The usual dry glacier was non-existent. Hi 6h above
us the Lun dancen and sparkled on the uppel' neve, below and
behind us the large lake formed by building the bchle[eis Dam
la~r half' in shadow. nb~ve this lake towered the mighty 01gerer,
her ridges plastered in new Gnow, a splendid scene against a
pale blue sky.

Lne or tl'6 large crevasses babred our upward progress,
but these were soon ovo:rcome and within an hour we we.'e up the
fairly ec:.sy glacier and eiliert,;ed into full sunlight on the edCe
of a v,ide snow basin. The " team were well in front by noVi
and we could see them on the steep section just below the
saddle ••,fter a short time Gordon started to traver se tc the
1 i,ht where i 1; seemed much more exposed. The re>;<-on for thi s
beco.me clear once we reached the same position - the ordinary
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~ay to the col and then up the Mod-Dift. ridge was blocked by
a ber~Lc.•rund 01 eriormous progorti~n. I agreed WitI. Gord.,n it
ju~t WQsn ~ t on~ ~;e f'ollo\""ed -the -'~; team t s ex-am;le "and be"12-:led
before carefully tr&vGrsin~ the curvin6 bank of snow on our
riJlt. This was ver;,. exposed' and immediately above a badly
crevassed section of'. the' o·lacier. Twenty minutes later we were

. 0 •.

ensconsced on some r.ubble fi'lled ledges on the ~:J.st face of
the mountain. \\e could .se·e the 'summit tower'ft few 'hundred feet
8bove.,(jordon's team decided to press for the top, but we had
2( bite to eat and weighed u;J the 8i tuation. It was about ','1 Hdn.

and it looked oossible to reach the summit in an hour with luck.
But even .as ",e' finished our ten minute snack the cl.mds started
to billow over the col from Italy •

. I set off UIJ .the grotty looking face cO:l,;JGsed of
blocks laq;e and uTIall - rubble and deep snow - deli,~htful;
I was about fort~· feet above the others when E block the 8i ze
\'f a 9iano, which the '" tlo?\Ir. had c limbed over, sudder.ly besan
to move with me on to} of it; 1,s' an old Chinese 9roverb sao's,
".··bsence of bod;,- is better than }>rescence "Of mind" - 1 Jumped
for my life landing in soft snow somewhat shaken. ~inutes lat~r,

as ·1 again ·got back on route, .a rumble and crashing 8.bove made
me 1001, up just in time to. sE;e a two foot wide b'Julder, which
nc:rrowly missed me, alm'Jst land on the rope and then go. hurtling
and bounding to the glacier far below. It soon became &:9pcl.I'ent
that third tirr,e luck;; cOl~ld easily worX in reverse and &ftsI' a
quick word with lar;::aret, I'·rank. and .,tuart we decided to Ci ve
the mountain best •.

,ince ~he.decision w8smade • it didn't take. us too
lono to 6et back across the difficult section &nd then. make
all'ha~te down the glacier. ~ven ~s we descended' the lower part
of the glacier we. hqard thr'ee substantial rc,ck fe,lls down that
e,rotty face. '\';e' reached the hut at " .30 p.m. The .rl te:ctm
st2.[;g.ered in at. 5.',0 p.m., - Charlie deGcribed one section of
the descent P..B e~{treme ~ It \tas a ~ ood thing" -~.'e retreated when
we did •

. .The Goldsmiths, Brl'.Il\wells and ourselves decided to
GO down and give the snow time to improve, .;s we prevared to
leave, Bev '.l1d }"cch;{ .,bley arrived, havine, scrambled up the

'0chonbichlerhorn en route for the hut. Ch~rlie at first said
he w~s too. shattered to go down. but later -:1 tel' a uite of his
che~Be, he started to en~huse ovel' t~e )ossibility of doing
another .ge2.k the next da;:/o . \Ve s£~id j'lui ~"IiedeI'aehn, wishing them
luck with the weather, then s" ~ l,ff down the steep zigzEl, s
b,,~ck to Ginzling and 0chli tters 0 lie he·'l.rd later from Lev tl1at
the next c.a'f the three men climbed the 'Trusse::" Loseler (a major
~illertal fe2X), st ';y'ed at the hut for yet anoth(jr night, then
tp::ver:::ed the li'urt scha~,lispi t ze, wlli 1st Katn~; made her sec end
a6cent of the ·.lchonbichlerhorn VIi th :2.uline ./riL:;:,t.

:..;ur .:}nr·t~i s __~ent tl'!e next fe'll d_ ys sOE~(ing up t~le sun j

Lv,imll1in::; in our local puol ... nd wc.llcing in ti.e ropested iU'b::.S

nec.r' ,ochli t ters. 'Ive also l'lc.d '&n excellent day in 1nnsbruck
(a9art ~ rom wr,en we thought 2.n Austri8.n tram £lad run off' with
I'reM) and v,ent to ,. 'Tyrole8.n evenin&. beneath the Golden .Roef.
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By ,oaturday we had "ork",d up encuGtl enthusiasm for
another hut walko !..argZ'-ret VlL~S not v;ell and had to stay ·.Jehind,
but ;.)ld.rle~: was ver~' keen to Occoffipsn,,' F'ro.n.l{.y. ~itU8.~. L: . •,I.nd me
(she nearl~~ chRnged her mind wh8n it came to saYlng e;oodl)ye to
h.er daughters;)< 1'he four of us set off from Breitl.apner for.
the BerlinerHlit at around 10,50 u om" the ;Jeather' "bein€,- fair
but iI;-,pruving raj}idlyo ':':'he wulk to this very larLE) old hut
.(the dinin2: room nad seats i'or 200 pe091e - all fUll) .,.asbed
thr',Jugh 'some i'ine mountain and fore st scenery :.inti 1, on ai'rival,
the hut itself was 'set in a coaunanding pusi tion above t;:e
cenfluenceof two blaciers ond dominated "by the jd:ged ridge of
the Perlinerspitze, the Turnerkamp, ,;;4·,tm and the .~sigmond:ispitre •
(~f the f'ollowing day I don' t wish to. comment toe mi.J.ch as Frank
Goldsmith has promised to write this up'. (Fext issue'i - ",d)
uUl.fice it 1;.0 SClY v".e had· a magnifice.nt .d2t:}T! s'·mountaineeringo
Ji'ronk achieved hi s first :',lpine peak', 'the Be'rlinerspitze 3273m,
I"/hich we tr"versed by the diff'icult N;"o ridge and down the
ordinary routeC,n ;:,ustrian "lpine Club guided .J&r·~y followed
us u:J). ;"'llirley uIliortunately pulled .". lfiuscle or; tne ap.:Jroach
and had to return to ~he huto

~fter celebrating our :Jeak we returned to the vdlley
and the lure of that' s'uj}.er outdoor swimming poolo During the
rest of that second week we )aid a visit to Val Gardena in the
Dolomi tes \ just looking) and also drove to Pertisau and the
12ke of Ach~nsee in the ¥arwendLl ~ountainso vn the. penultimate
da~: of' the holidaj, 1,_i3-rgaret, :::tuart and I scramblerJ. -to the
summit of" the Jschollkopf 2059m, from tne .:'.rfurter Hut in the
Rof&n ,ountains. This last l'e3k ;"as a fabuL,u.s viewp--,int ranting
from the Gross Venediger, ~illertal, 8tubai, Otztal, and finally
~s ~he sun gleamed silver on4chensee, the jaggea t .• ps of the
Karwende'l j}-lst across the gulf beneath our feet 0

'l'h~,t evening, as arranged, we jo'ined up with the
Cullums an<:\ their son, Idcnael, l'or a celebration meal c'.t the
hotel Jaeger in, ~chlitters. Ilichae1 had plenty to celebrate,
havin;:, Just climbed th<:. "ildsditze in t:he utztal witn his :Uad,
I:athy, rauline, Bev and Gordono Later, wi tIl tfle sounds of tne
local brass band ringing in our ears, the fourteen ·of·us went
bl:ck tr; ,(,ur chalet l'or col'f'ee and.. bi E:cui t s and to 1 ~ ce up to
the ract that the holidays were ove~ until another ye~r. For
li\ysel1' ·it flad been the laziest JIlpine 1l01id:~ ever, but ::: ver~'

enjoyable one 0 tV:y ".unt and Uncle h'3.d coYer.ed pr:lcticc.lly 811 the
,Jaths between ,:;,chli tters and ;·,ta"erhof'en, slJl,;e times Loin.::; pal t
way on the Lrain to either ~ugen or 2ell am Ziller. ~hC4 had
21, 0 olimbed the steep _) -,r)E; rna;;nificent wa'cerfall in the
i'orest :ibout six times, on one 0c·c,:·sion go.ing -"ell beyond this
to the hamlet 01 bchlitterberg at the top of the mountainside.
Ch:-rlie ana Lsry "erE; in no doubt that the;\, had had ~: Lrest
time and Charlie climbed seven peaks in d fortni 6ht. In terms
of sheer effort the final accolade must <cO to Gordon ,iright
Dnd Bev 1"bles and their long suffering wives. In three \.'.. eeks
(one of .them bad) Gordon climbed eleven peaks, eigf,t of them
with Pauline,and Bev asc~nded nine summits, five with Kathy.
Beside these peaks the foursome also ~ttempted two more in bad
wef:nher~ F'CJllowing this report is a list of all pooaks climbed.
Tnank you all for coming. I nODe ;you enjoyed yourselves as much
as I did.
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P~aks Cli.mbed yn Alnine Meet 1273.

Zillertal ",lps

.Muttenock 3072m
via N. IUdge

Grosser Moseler 3476m.
, v 18,~'lITC1ge

Gordon and Pauline Wright,
Charlie' Cullum.
Gordon ~nd Margaret Gadsby,
Prank Goldsmi t'h, btuart
Eramwell.

bev j1bley,' Gordon Wright,
Cnarlie Cullum.

Schonbichlerhorn j135m.
--via S. f:idge

B'ev· and
Cullum,
Wright.

Kathy Abley, Chq.rlie
Gordon & Pauline'

:. ,",

Flirt sChlaglE~~E:.....3"98m. '
traverse'! snd V. Ridge. Bev Able,;-, Charlie Cullum,

. . . Gordon Wri~hto

Berlinerspitze ~27jm.

Karwendel

'.ilvretta "Ips

Rohesbad 29.J4m.

VermuntkopZ 2851 m.'

.-tubai l\~

Gro~s 'I'rogler 2902m.

~lspitze 2676m.

Otztal ,-Ips

Pluchtkogel 3500m.
via lJO Hid.:.eo

Gordon Gadsby, Frank Gold­
-smith vtuartBramwell,

Gordon and lI,argaret Gaa.soy,
Stuart BramWelL

Pev and Kathy Atley,
Jordon and Pauline Writht.

Bev and Kathy ~bley•

Eev and l\athy J\bley,
Uordon and Pauline iiriiSht.

Bev Abley &: Gordon i,right.

Bev ~bley, Charlie Cullum,
Gordon and Pauline ',rif;ht.

Kesselwand 54,4m. Gordon and Pauline Wright,
Bev Abley, Ch~rlie Cullum.

Hoch Vernagtspitze 3539m. Gordon and Pauline,\\'right.

Vlildspitze 3772m.
traverse N & SPeaks.

Gordon and ?auline y'iright,
Lev and Kathy Abley,
Charlie and Michael Cullum,

~lso attempted were the Dreilanderspitze in the Silvretta and
the Zuckerhut Ie in the :o;tubai, the l-9.t tel' peak giving the



Gordon iiright - Bev l'lbley teams a 12 hour day with wai st deep
snow: hot a bad tally when you consider, there were onl;y' '18' '"
persons on the meet and of these, two were over 73 years and"
four were under 15. Finally, my congratUlations to Michael
Cullum on'having achiev~d a major Austrian Alpine Peak at such
an early 'age.
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The spot on the map picked as a possible campsite
- 30ques - turned out to be just that - a spot on the map.
~~~ordingly we turned the car round and tiredly descended the

'gorge past tIle }'abreges lake, and down to Laruns. 'rhree camp­
sites later, Kat Allen determinedly laid his tent on a
perceptabl,e s;Lope, and we had arr'ived. 'I'he journey hael'taken
us 18 hours, but', once the tent' was up, bedding arranged, and
the inner man 't.atisfied'; we could spare time to appreciate our
surroundings.

"e were at the junction of two valley systems and
the cloud hung low oil the tree lined slopes: long escarpments
of limestone jutted like beetling eyebrows over grassy meadows.
It was COld, as coid as the "en pression" beer we sank before
going to bed.

In the morning it was different, the sun had us
drir~ing tea at seven, and our spirits rose with it -,bow many
times we were to curse that golden disc in later day's as it
rose, 'da;j' after da;\T, for fifteen copse,cutive days:: We sirded
our loins and to.)l, the car back up qw gorge for a training
~alk. Leaving the car at a large ParK behind the restaurant on
the Col du Portale,t"IPon,t.l,er, we star:t%d off along f'. footpath
across the grassy"slepes t'leading to the Pic d' .wstremere. iie
crossed some limestone rubble"and made towards the boulders;

"'I'he')v!histle, Wiler, it sounded, 'was "not" Oh~y unex",ected, but
-near. ThE. frontier Quard blowtng"it~,w'as" redLfaced witll his
e,y.e'~tions 'c,nd' n~n t;Ol,jJlea'sed. 'M';>, c6mpaiii'o~ns, as usual, voted
me into 'the i;v'fJ:p'int, ,go',sd tion of l'ingui'st ,:and we tUl'neddoubt­
-f'ully d'own trie 'hill towards the guard.- ".?asseport" - "D:lns
la voiture,.\J'seur"'. The j:1ile 01' limestone'rubble we had
crossed was thto; f.r:orptieI"" wall" 'and we 'were on upani3h terri tor~"}
"I'.:1!l 'i'e~'c,h'thr~:,p'assports;: T' 's"aid';- moving back across the"'rubble
in the directior of the car ];>ark. The J<'rench customs men" "
hevinS been alerted' ,!>y- the whi stling, loosened their guns in
their holst~rE\, and made thre3tening gestures at me. Dourl;j' I
trud~ed acros~ the ,slope above them, waiting for the bullets
and thenking.that Les ,Peel's love of Franco was hardly likely
to be imgroved by, ~ fortnight in saol, and how easy it was to
become, a Stateless Pereon, destined to stand forever'~n a pile, ' -

':': j I

1 '
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of "eboulis" (rubble). I got the passports, and we m13t at the
frontier post; the French didn't seem too 'aru:w.yed, b\lt the ,
Spaniards turned out their best mail (in mufti) to,back, them up.
lie snatched the pas,spo,rts' and disappeared into the dark r'ecesses
of the post. ",.11 wa,€" ,we 1'\1., however, because he eventua'lly ca,me
out and handed them back ••••• perhaps we weren't yet on his
list of hashish smuggler~;; We therefore continued on our way
Ij,ght-heartedly, but, ,panting in the thin air ahd heat, to the
summit of the'l·ic'd'Estremere(,0!:',l-'ou:r;:tale.t) ]036 feet,contiri.ued '
over and doV(n, ,a valley at the back, swung round to the car park'
in }i'rance see'i:ng i1'lo-zme on the way. "lieh is the idiocy of
frontier posts •• , •• ,

The vi.ew firom 'our training peak had been magnificent,
despite' the haze;: La.i::'Ee ,rackY.. ,limestone"peaks, r{ii,se,:(rpm the'
grassy slppes, ,while, 4 mile'S t,o the north-west, 'the' brown
massif of 'the Pic du.!iidi d'Os-sau,' 2885'm. (9,376ft.) rose above,
everything. My 1949 gu~debooK had';i t mentioned as' "the most, ", '
abrupt, the richest in difficult climbs." We were there tomorrow.

, Tomorrow saw us driving back'up the now familiar,
valley gorge towards the ,Col du ~ortalet. There are,~our ~ays
to reach' the Refu'ge' Pombie, and by driving, to th'e' sou'th,we ,had
craftily 'cut the walk-in to' '1~'hours. We parked the car a 'mile
below the col, and followed the excellent path ,across, the
hillsides to the hut. The 40-pla~e hut squats on a rock
prolllontory ,hythe edge of a 'small lake at the foot of the
towering south walls ,of the Pointe d "Aragon and .Pointe Jean
Sante. The two main pointE; Of the massif, the Petit and Grand
P';'cs, lie to'the N.ri. of these, separ:'<ted from tilem by a large
rubbish-fi lIed couloir and cirque. In recent years' some '
technically hard routes have been 2ioneered on the l-'ointes
..ragon and Jean bante; and the scenery is certainly impressive.
'The "old" mae stros of lire w<;tr days had concentrated rr.ore ':01'1 the
north faces of the .,Petit and Grand Pic s where the' rock, though
as steep, has more ribs andcracks.Gne of the classic climbs
is tne traverse of the Four Points of the massif, which can be
made hard; or harder, depending on the itinery chosen: modern
time, 6-10 hours. ' " . ,

, , , i

}s we wished 'to traverse" tolle rna s's it' if pOtlsible, we
decided 'to climb the two major point's, thE; 'Petiti'ic by the
PeYreget are'te; de scend t'o the Fourche" ana. c l.imb the Grand
Pic by tb,e ,1'est face (dalles' lilanches) rO,ute" ':re'turning 'to'
the hut by the voie.. normale, if we could find'it:' , " ," \",

1.Jllring our' eve'hing'mea'l, soup, with "ariglais '
additive "( corned beef "LO the uninitiat'(Od)', we were chOirirtingly '."
entertained by, three young French schoolmis tre:;seswho were '
sharing our soup,bowl. They told us that the are&abo~nded

with 'ilza~ds" ,or- .-s":all qh~moi's (about, 30,000; they said), but
tha~ the 9~"r poptl1ationvias down tCJjO: 'J:'he,'expression 'on '
I\at s' f"c€; whe,n tne' news Was CQhv:t;\'ed. to himw£\s difficult,
to interpret: he <:IO'esr-',t even l'ike, "dicky-tir,ds" on ,his climbs,
so the prospect of bridging ",up a chimney past omi' of the few
remaining ~uropean fears hardly bore thinking' abou::t; ,

i I
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We set off at 5,45 a.m. for the Col de ?eyreget and
the start of the route. "e saw plenty of iz<:trds but nary a eear.
11e climbed the J?e~'reget ridge after a false start (me), keeping
pace with a l<'rench party on the ajoining "l"lammes de J:'ierre"
arete. Graded II with ~itches of III, both led to the summit of
tIle ?eti t Pic (9, 139ft) on perfect granite all the wa'i. The
temperature by now was hotting up and, after a CLuick drink, we
descended the slabs on the .east side, and abseiled into the
Fourche and welcome shade.

Nat led across the DaIle Blanche and round into the
chimney. Seen from across the other peak, this section had
looked steep and unnerving, but proved in fact to b6 very
pleasant climbing, the holds and angle perfect. A succession
of short walls, chimneys and grooves lsd to the summit of the
Grand Pic. A large fat man in sagging vest grabbed me by the
hand as I emerged from the final groove onto the summit, helped
me belay, kissed four pretty girl walkers who arrived with their
escorts, and burst into song; \ihen Nat arrived on the ~ummit

there was a full scale choir going, the ~uality of which
deteriorated as the cognac flowed around. We ate, drank and
took in the views, then moved off down the well cairned voie
normale. In cloud it could be tricky, but today was a heady
blue and the haze was caused by heat. It was a long way down,
though, SWinging from the occasional iron stanchion, and we
arrived back at the hut at about 1.00p.m. with terrible thirsts
c:.voDoof course.

l<'rom Laruns, we moved our base round to the ...rrens
valley. l'.t the end of the road, J?orte d' .,rrens, is a lar",e
car park and the trail leading to the Hefuges Larribet and
Ledormeur. \~e chose the Larribet, havinG decided on the Palas
(9,672ft) as our next climb. The valley walk in the afternoon
was without doubt one of the most beautiful I have been on;
crystal clear streams ~nd pools in grass meadows, pine trees
and granite scenery made it a place to savour; we had it almost
to ourselves - six or eight walkers in the whole place and not
a plastic bag or tin in sight. 'Ehe helicopter droned across
the backdrop of snow and rocks, la.nded at the hut above us
and left as we turned to the final Zigzags. bernard was still
the ~~ardian (see C.C. Journal 1969, p29.) but whether the
two girls were the same, I couldn't say. The hut holds about
~O, but there ~ere only seven others be~ide ourselves:- a young
couple in love, a weirdoParisienne lad with le8s like an
elephant, and a group of would-be-tigers trying to work up the
courage to do the MV ridge of the Balaitous. l'rhey climbed the
mountain by the ordinar2 route the next day.) Conversations
are never easy at huts, but in the .i.'yrenees we found everyone
charming and willing/eae-er to talk with anyone who had an
appreciation of the mountains.

I
I
I
I
I
I

the hut,
snoring,

1;,e went to bed at 9.30pm., thick mist swirling round
had our eight hours of nudging each other to stop us
drar.k tea at 5, ..lOam., and were away for 6. OOam <

Pyrenean summer mornings, after the _·19S, are to be
treasured. ~tarts are generally 5-6am instead or 2am. and soft
light floods the valleys. Due to temperature inversio~s, these
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are usually filled with mist, ani one looks down on to peaks
and spires jutting from a sea of ito As the sun rises hi2,her
it boils off the upper surface of the mist into the blue sky,
creating haze and problems for the photographer. "e stra:;gled
up to the col (the Port du Lavedan) in the, by now, familiar
heat, and scuttled into the shade of some boulders. The ~~

arete of the Palas i'orms one side of the coL All the
avoidance w.oves round gendarmes and ressauts were, happily,
on the south side of the srete, so we were able to keep getting
out of the sunshine. Combined pi tche s of III with the perf'tct
grani te made the whole ridGe a de light, and we arI'i ved at the
summit, minus one of liat' s slings and karabiners, to splendid
views and a ~ollocking:

;ie descended the sed ridge, coil in hand, climbed down
the von kartin couloir, went across the 0panish face on snow
patches, and back to the Port du Lavedc:n. '1'he de scent to the
hut followed its. usual pattern, and the old "sweats" were
f'inishing their, "Lourdes Water" when Les got in.'

It was about this time that Lunacy set in, and wa
bee,an to discuss plans for looking c<t the mountains of p,ndorra,
with a view to climbing there with Don Cowan who was on the
Costa Brava, drinking Bscardi::. Coke s all day '(Ashcroft, please
note;) In any event we were due to see our womenfolk in ~~ain

at the weekend for some ritualistic mumbc jumbo, so we set out
~astwards ,to the promised something-or-other.

:,nd"rra is the Dut;y--l"ree shOll of l<'rance and u"min
of course; E-nd iSuflice it to say that, efter a morning of
trying to get into the place, we s"ent the remainder of' tlle
day trying to get out again•.,iverting stuft' ••.. 'but we did
manage a tankfull of half price juiLc to ~et us all the way to
upain the next day, the odd photo and some Izards cheese;

After a very pleasant interlude in lranco-Iand,
during which time Cowan refused to be parted from his E&C
facemask, snorkel and flippers; Les Peel refused to be parted
from his shirt, and Nat ",lIen clumsily filled various portions
of his anatomy with sea anenome spines, we eventually cruised,
still in sunshine and heat, up to the ~auphine and La berade.
;ie arriveti at the end of the day and a rainstorm, and, after the
plains the temperature was definitely "duvet". Next day we
screamed up to the Pi.latte hut(S,415ft), delivered a present
to the hut guardian, Christian, ecoute'd la musique de la
montagne - which was thunder, and were soaked as we rushed
down GLain to La :2,erade; 'That decided it; down tent next
morning and off to Dinant and the Belgian [;lpine Club pastures.
Weather back to what we had grown accustomed to, heat and sun,
2nd we drank 8.nd climbed and drank and clirr:bed on hot slippery
limestone all Priday before returning home on ~aturday. /lea8e
don't go to the ?yrenees, we want to keep it for ourselves~~

Route summary overleaf.
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Col du ?or~alet
'I 794m

Pic d'f,stremere
2165m.

Pet i t .Pi c du :"idi
d'ussau. 28',2m.

:f.'ourche 2605m.

By border post,
descent by couloi.r
d'Arraille thus
missing border
confrontation.

',scent by PeyreLet
Arete, II. Descend
E slabs and abseil
to the jrourche.

The col between the
Petit 1 Grand Pics,

Very difTicult vIi thout
pOl.C0,Yor"Ls o

Training climb, good
for pollshing up the
".mglais" image with
border guards.

In our state it seGmed
almost as long as its
name - 2t hours.

Reached by abseil from
the Petit Pic.

Grand Pic du Midi
d'ussau. 2885m,

.?ort du Lavedan.

Ascent from the Beware of' summi t cans.
F'ourche bJr the we f't 1 hour.
face (Dalles Blanche)
II sup,
Descent 'oy VOie 1t hours.
Eormale I.

The hioh col below
the S~ &rete of
the' Palas.

.,
". r

"

Palas 2967m.

Freyr: Eelgium

Ascent by wE arete,
III. Descent by ~W

ridge and Von Martin
. Couloir, II.

L'AI-Legne .. AD sup ..

Lepart-Duval. PD.

Le ';erinos, .4D
(Slippery Jim)

Perfect granite all
the way.

Lizards ahoy, and
stand by to reJel
boarders OCl ..

Z::runko

A sooering experience.
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August 24th - 27th, 197, Nat ,;llen

•..

DE-spite alternative attractions of "The Angry Brigade"
in the Duddon Valley and the "twighlight groups" gathering at
t;an- Y-W;y'ddfa, triils .. round the bay be ing offered with the,

Pliwood Cavalier', a good crowd of Oreads camped and cl~mbed

in the \iye Valley.

The 'weather was perfect, if not a little hot. The
Ashcroft s were first there, combinin~ a fortnight's snorlcelling
and golfing in Devon with the meet. (He did visit his old
college at Princetown whilst in the area;)< Saturday saw sessior.e
of climbing, swimming and ice creaming in the Seven Gisters
and Yat areas. On Sunday most of us managed two or three of
the high wali ty routes on iiintours Leap - the brewin<.; tackle
working overtime in the layby at the top of the crag, Charlie
Cullum defecting to the pub for lunch. Monday was a hazy,
steam.\'- d5y and all the able bodied climbed up and ,jabbed off"
the isolated pinnacle in the woods< Three or four of the routes
on the main cliff v.ere done \ bef'ore we grudgingly packed up
for home and work.

I personally enjo~'ed the Illeet very much, and I know
others did also. It was zood to see Ashcroft (alias Hebog,
Crampons and "shclothc.) hard at it on the crag; and Charlie
Cullum, PAs and crash-hatted up, going like a bomb. It's
amazing what a "set of new nuts B will do for a mcin.

Anothtr basically social meet, I suppose. Well, What's
wrong with that. ?lenty of good climbing was enjoyed by all. It
was 50bd to see old friends. My thanks to all who came.

Th.ose present.: - Mary and Che.rlie Cullum, Janet and
Jack Ashcroft, Derek and 2at Carnell, Frank and ~hirley

Goldsmith, Colin and Uschi Hobday, Gordon and ~argaret Gadsby,
Les Peel, Laurie Burns, Jim Kershaw, Nat and Tinsel Allen:
Guests:- Brian Gadsby and family, bhelagh Manning and fifteen
kids of various shapes and sizes.

J'lURTHUMB,~RLAl':D - ;;;eptember '14th-16th, ',973 Paul Bingham .
I"ollowing the success of Rusty's Blencathra meet

earlier in the ~Tear, i concludtd that the basic requiremE.nt was
pub yard camping. Having scoured the area ir, August, I found
the necessary ingredient in the form of the Cart's Bog Inn.
'rhis pub had plenty of surroundinG grassland and a stream wi th
ducks - for the kids - although Mike Key would have had one for
supper had he been able to operate his new primus.

Jaturday saw a mass assault on Crag Lough in fine
weather, whilst the walkers sought culture along Hadrian's Wall.
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March 13th WedneEday.

March 14th Thursday.

March 15th - 17th

karch 18th Monday.

Jlpril 2nd Tuesday.

November 23rd

March 2nd

'.
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Dou¥ Scot~ Lecture on Baffin Island ­
GU1 ahall, Der~y. Including movie and
Derby launching of "Climb If You iiill"

PUblicati0!1 _daJT of "Climb If You Will;'.
a commentary on Geoff Hayes and his
club the vread f,;ountaineering Club."

Oread 1,;S!...e~~_a_t Tan-Y-itv.ddfa. NB change
of date.

Alpine I,.(;~_t Venue MeeJ.i.!!g at Ron
Chambers, 9, Croft .Gnd, Little Eaton.
1\11 interested parties should attend
armed with maps, travel brochur~s,

persuasive arguments etc.No time given,
assume 7.30pm.

Indoor~~Royal Oak, Ockbrook.
brides of area chosen for Alpine Meet.

Annual :Lnner, Green ~an, Ashbourne •
...-~.- ..... ~'-~ . - ..""""" .....-~-.

National Vountaineering Conference,
Buxton:- IrW'i-;:;'des riirrii; 'slides, di scuss­
ions. Participants include Sir Jack
Longland, McNaught-Davis, Royal Robbins,
John Cleare, Dave Cook, Robin Camp­
bell, John Wilkinson, and Colin
Mortlock during the day session, In
the evening Kurt Diemberger presents
slides ar.d films entitled "f:;ummits and
Secrets"
Fee is £~. including buffet lunch and
evening session. Bvening session only,
6op.
Fees to be sent to The "'ports Council
North 'lest Region, Byrom liouse, ~uay

street, llJanchester Mj 5l!'J. Cheq,ues
etc pay~ble to The ~ports Council.


